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Economic Development Week: May 6-11, 2019 

This week is International Economic 
Development Week across the country. It 
is a celebration of all the ways city & 
county governments, non-profit 
organizations, Chambers of Commerce, 
and many other organizations work 
together to build a better economy for all 
citizens. Economic development can 
include many things, such as 
strengthening existing businesses, 
supporting small start-ups and 

entrepreneurs, inviting new companies into the area, changing zoning laws, marketing a 
tech park, creating financial incentives, etc. Economic development works best when 
many individuals and organizations work together for the common good. It really is a 
team sport. 

In celebration of Economic Development Week, the Tuscarawas County Economic 
Development Corporation has a few things planned. First, we have received a 
resolution from the Tuscarawas County Commissioners in celebration of Economic 
Development Week. Second, we are sending out the first issue of our newsletter, which 
you are reading now, of course. Third, we hope to get an article in the Times-Reporter 
to help spread the word about our organization and the work of economic development. 
Enjoy the rest of this newsletter to discover more about the work of the Tuscarawas 
Economic Development Corporation, or visit our website at www.tuscedc.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.tuscedc.com/


Business Incubator Strategy Being Developed: 

The Eugene Tolloty Center at Kent State 
University Tuscarawas has stood for 
about five years. Its mission is to be an 
incubator for small businesses and start-
up companies, but it has never really had 
a good strategy for how to do that. It is a 
modern building near Kent State and 
Buckeye Career Center, with high speed 
internet access, and a Small Business 
Development Center inside. These are 

the existing building blocks for developing an “entrepreneurial ecosystem”. 

TechGrit has been hired to help our county develop a strategy for encouraging and 
supporting entrepreneurship, start-up companies, and small businesses. Anthony & 
Andrea Margida, TechGrit's founders, are interviewing local small business owners and 
local leaders to see how we can better cultivate small business growth in Tuscarawas 
county. In mid-summer TechGrit will propose a strategy for how the county can do this. 
There is great potential here to grow our local businesses in possible areas such as 
agribusiness, computer science, plastics & rubber manufacturing, etc. We look forward 
to hearing from TechGrit soon! 

 

Progress at the Tuscarawas Regional Tech Park: 

The Tuscarawas Regional Tech 
Park now has it's first company 
on-site! Gemini Industrial Machine 
Company opened shop in the 
Tech Park in April 2019. This 
company works with 
manufacturers to solve industrial 
problems – engineering problems, 
design work, welding, fabrication, 
etc. They have even worked with 

the Dennison Depot to keep the trains running. Check out the company website 
atwww.geminiindustrial.com. 

There have been a couple other projects happening at the Tech Park this year. Tucson, 
Inc. recently removed a lot of dirt from one of the sites near the water tower at the top of 
the hill. The dirt was moved down the hill and has become the ground beneath a new 
building being constructed at Buckeye Career Center. This dirt removal has really 
opened up a great site for a new business in the Tech Park. We are looking for new 
businesses to build here. 

http://www.geminiindustrial.com/


Integral Wetlands Solutions from Twinsburg, OH has been contracted to assist us with 
handling the wetlands near the end of Tech Park Dr. When the road in the Tech Park 
was installed it went through a small wetland area, and we are working to restore 
whatever wetlands space is required by the Corps of Engineers. 

Progress is definitely happening at the Tuscarawas Regional Tech Park! 

 

Business Retention & Expansion Update: 

The Tuscarawas Economic Development Corporation has been meeting with local 
manufacturing companies regularly since early February 2019. As of May 3rd, we have 
met with 18 companies in Tuscarawas county. Economic development is a team effort 
to support business growth, so we have a team of people who join us in our business 
retention and expansion meetings. Representatives from TEDC, the Business Resource 
Network, Buckeye Career Center, Kent State University Tuscarawas all work together to 
attend these meetings. 

Usually two or three people will attend the BR&E meetings and meet with company 
owners and major stakeholders for about an hour. Often we get to tour the production 
facility as well, which is the fun part of the job. It is fascinating to see the variety of 
products which are produced in Tuscarawas county. 

A few things we have learned so far: 

 The economy is booming! Business is good this year for most industries. 

 Almost all companies are struggling to find reliable & skilled workers. 

 Tuscarawas county has a wide diversity of industries from rubber & 
plastics, chemicals, clay & bricks, automotive parts suppliers, wood products, 
and hydraulic equipment repairs. This diversity means we are not hurt as much 
by a down-turn in one industry, such as auto manufacturing. 

 Buckeye Career Center and Kent State University Tuscarawas are great partners 
for many companies in this area. 
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Facebook: Tuscarawas County Economic Development Corporation or 
search @TuscEDC 

LinkedIn:  Tuscarawas County Economic Development Corporation 


